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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends:
I was thinking recently about my first encounter with Juan, a young man and bilateral
lower limb amputee, in Ecuador in 1996. His mode of survival was daily begging at a public
market, pushing himself around with his bare hands on a skateboard. When considering
the lifetime of economic insecurity and stigma he would surely face, I couldn’t help but
feel troubled imagining how different my life would have been had I been born into his
circumstances.
As a passionate advocate for social justice since then, I am dedicated to advancing the
rights of marginalized and vulnerable people in the world’s poorest nations. Working in
the international nonprofit sector over the years has taught me the importance of focusing
precious donor dollars on systemic change rather than short-term impact. Its focus on
sustainability is one reason why I am so delighted to have joined Mobility Outreach
International (MOi) as its new executive director this past May.
Since 1989, MOi has given physically disabled children and adults not only mobility and
access to life-changing treatment, but “hope.” MOi is dedicated to strengthening the
capacity of health systems in low- and middle-income countries, providing prosthetic
services, physical rehabilitation, orthopedic surgical outreach and treatment to children
born with clubfoot. By offering training and facilitating the in-country production of
prosthetics and orthotics, countries do not need to rely upon our services indefinitely,
ensuring the long-term effectiveness of our innovative approach.
MOi’s achievements in 2016 demonstrate our strong pattern of success. One of the most
exciting outcomes was the growth of our Mobility Repair Centers (MRCs) which are
strategically located to increase access to care for people who need prosthetic, orthotic,
and wheelchair adjustments and repairs, without which use of their mobility device is
often reduced or abandoned. Additionally, MOi invested in building local capacity of
clinicians and prosthetists, provided technical assistance, treatment support and clinical
training in Vietnam, Sierra Leone, and Haiti, orthopedic surgery in Vietnam, and technical
support in Bangladesh. MOi is proud to have indirectly impacted more than 11,225 people
across five countries last year, including approximately 4,862 direct beneficiaries.
While MOi has made extraordinary strides toward mobility for those we serve, there is still
much more to do! We invite you to review our recent results, share the news of our success
with others, and continue to passionately support our shared cause – giving people
everywhere the access to mobility they deserve.
Sincerely,

Heidi Peterson, MPA, CFRE, CSPG
Executive Director
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Mobility Outreach International promotes mobility in under-resourced areas of
the world, serving adults and children impacted by limb loss or deformity.
Through our global programs and partnerships, MOi provides corrective
treatment to children with clubfoot, as well as prosthetic and orthotic services,
physical rehabilitation, advocacy, and orthopedic surgical outreach.
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